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You give but little when you give of your possessions.  It is when you give of yourself that you truly give. ~Kahlil Gibran

Thanks to you, our wonderful volunteers, for your generous donation of time, talent and caring. This newsletter will find it’s way to your inbox quarterly to let you know what is happening at Vista Center.  


Welcome to New Volunteers 
We want to welcome our newest volunteers Nancy, Betty, Kathy, Erica, Julie, Irene, Preeti, and Ramin. They have all enthusiastically jumped in to their Client-Partner assignments and are sure to make a positive impact in short order!


Recent Events 
The Northern California Regional Braille Challenge® Reading, Writing & Spelling Contest was held February 26, 2011 at Lighthouse for the Blind in San Francisco. This contest is designed to motivate blind students, ages 6-18 years old, to pursue excellence in their study of Braille. In turn, their success is rewarded with a fun-filled, but challenging day of events.

 
Regional winners include Rocco Romero, Rio Popper, Santiago Hernandez, Alexia Arriola, and Janie Brunson. All contestants’ entries are then sent to the Braille Institute of America to be evaluated. They may then be chosen as one of the top sixty youth to attend the National Event held in Los Angeles. 

As one of the sponsors, Vista Center will be hosting this event in the first quarter of 2012. Be sure to mark your calendar to volunteer for this event! It is sure to bring you lots of smiles and satisfaction!

Upcoming Events
Next orientation/training: April 11, 2011 from 5-7:15 pm in our 
Palo Alto office. Do you know someone who would be a great volunteer? Please refer him or her to AMcGrath@vistacenter.org.


New Opportunities


1. Volunteer Opportunity-Vista Center Store in Palo Alto. 
Do you like helping people, uncovering needs, and then finding the right product solution for them? Then this opportunity is for you!

The Store is stocked with a variety of products that provide practical solutions for adapting to life with vision loss. Products include: canes, talking calculators, talking watches, magnifiers, bump dots, etc. One week of training will be provided.

We are looking for a volunteer to work two days a week, Monday to Friday, from 9 am to 4 pm (this shift can be divided between two volunteers). Sound interesting to you or a friend? Please contact AMcGrath@vistacenter.org for more information.

2. New Career Opportunity: From Volunteer to a Career.

Since you are already dedicated to assisting people who are blind or visually impaired, why not turn that passion into a career and become an Orientation and Mobility Specialist!

What Does an Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Specialist Do?
O&M specialists teach children and adults who have visual impairments the skills needed to find their way around their environment and to travel safely and efficiently at home, school, work and in the community.

O&M specialists work in a wide range of settings including public schools, residential schools, state or private rehabilitation centers such as the Vista Center, Lighthouse, and Veteran’s Administration rehabilitation centers. O&M specialists can even work as independent contractors. Join this expanding field with excellent employment opportunities in a critical shortage field!


San Francisco State University
Premier Orientation and Mobility Program in the Country
· San Francisco State University is currently accepting applications for Fall 2011. 

· Students can complete the program on either a full- or part-time basis. 

· Classes are available in the evenings and on weekends.

· Scholarship money is available to all who are accepted. 

· Deadline for Fall 2011 admission is March 15th and October 15th for spring 2012 admission, but late applications can be accepted.

· Visit http://online.sfsu.edu~mobility for more program information.

· Contact Sandy Rosen, Ph. D, Program Coordinator, Orientation and Mobility, at srosen@sfsu.edu or call 415-338-1245.
3. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunity- Woof-to-Woof (6-4-11) 
    Dog lovers, mark your calendars to attend and volunteer at this fun, 

    outdoor, fund-raising event in Santa Cruz. See all varieties of dogs,

    dogs in costumes, as well as vendors with pet-related products. 

    Listen to speakers and attend demonstrations, all to benefit Vista

    Center.

Reporting Volunteer Hours on Volgistics.
Are you having a problem accessing the database? Need another copy of the “how-to” flyer? Need someone to walk you through the process? If yes, contact Kristy at KEsteban@vistacenter.org, or call 650 858-0202, ext. 137 for help. Kristy will be touching base with volunteers who have not reported hours to provide assistance. 

The number of volunteer service hours accrued is vital as we apply for funding grants! 

Need Review on Human-Guide Techniques? 
Check out this video! Copy and paste this address into your browser 

http://www.afb.org/seniorsite.asp?SectionID=66&TopicID=304&DocumentID=3263. Scroll down to the bottom of the page and watch the Sighted Guide video!

Best Practices 
Have you and your client discovered a new way to do things? 
Submit your tips to Lynn (a volunteer working with Alice) at lbc978@@gmail.com, so we can share them with the group!  
We are also planning a Volunteer Best Practices Meeting to share ideas and honor your work. Look for more information via email.  
Volunteer Impact Stories

Have you read Gautam’s and Anita’s story about their successful book publishing project with their client? Check it out by pasting http://www.vistacenter.org/volunteer_story.html in your browser. 

Well done, Gautam and Anita!!

Do you have a story to share? It can be a simple testimony of how you have made an impact on the life of our clients. Remember, impact is in the eyes of the beholder, so share this concept with your assigned client. Volunteering has a positive impact on the person providing the service as well as the individual receiving support.

In Closing

Thank you for being such an integral part of our Vista Center team, and for living the mission of Vista Center – empowering individuals who are blind or visually impaired to live life to the fullest!

Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a present and not giving it.  ~William Arthur Ward
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