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Iu 1936 a group of Palo Alto
citizens decided there was a
need to form a small club or
social society with a member-
ship composed of “persons in
this vicinity who have defective
sight,” as stated ina 1936
letter from Egerton D.
Lakin to:a Mr. Morris,
When the Palo
Alto Society for the
Blind was created that
year, there were 14
blind people in Palo
Alto. Founding mem
bers of the organiza

tion were Judge Egerton D
Lakin, Dr. and Mrs. Jerome
Thomas, Miss Isabel Gregory
and Mrs. Grace Chrysler
Weekly mectings were held
for “the promotion of social
contacts and opportunity for
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discussion of special interests
and problems and pleasures.”
On Sundays, programs included
musical performances and read-
ings and were held in members®
homes.

FIFTY YEARS

“CELEBRATING THE
PAST...ENVISIONING

THE FUTURE”

Throughout the late 1930
articles in the local paper read
“Society for Blind is Entertained,”
“Music to Feature Program for
Blind” and “Party for Blind
Planned for Sunday.”

In 1938 the Palo Alto chap-
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ter of Delta Gamma Alumnae
assumed the responsibility for
assisting Society clients in fi-
nancial need of necessary eye
operations. Both San Francis
and Palo Alto physicians do-
nated their services
for the operations. |
the 1940% the Socic
raised money for
other services fron
events such as eraft
bazaars, Christmas
sales and bridge tea
In 1945 the Pale
Alto Society for the
Blind incorporated as a non-
profit. Tt became apparent to
the Society that it needed a
place where the blind could
gather to discuss their prob-
Tems, as well as participate in
continued on page eight
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OPEN HOUSES AT THE CENTER..

We are hosting a series of Open Houses to celebr: ITL our fiftieth anniversary and to
welcome friends, cllenrs volunteers, md referring agencies to our new location.
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)
Stern purchased a fully furnished.
one-story building with three
bedrooms at 533 Forest Avenue.

“That year Mrs. Louis (Lu

It became the center for the
Society’s activities, as well as a
residence for at least two of its
members and a housemother.
A tea celebrating the open-
ing of the new center was held
Despite her poor health, Mrs.
Ster
attend the celebration, allowing

s doctor reluctantly let her

her to go only as far as the front
door. Mrs. Stern sat in her car

in the driveway and listened to

the dedication ceremony and
musical performance. After the
program concluded, she held an
informal reception in her car,
greeting members of the Society
and their friends.

The Society acquired prop-

erty at 411 Addison Avenue in

During our $teh annizersiry
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cvents of their tennre and
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wmilestones of the past rzzenty-five
years. Executice Directors dating
Dick ta 1971 are pictuered: from
Left 0 right, cwrvent Executive

ith Jime

Merrill, Eileen Hancork, Sundri

Divector Pam Brandin

Tmmernan and Mary Morrison
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1946 which was developed into

aself-sustaining, permanent

home for elderly blind people
in the community. The new
home accommodated seven blind

P

ons.
By that year, the Society had
grown from a social g

oup toa
primary source for community
service throughout the Penin-
sula. It provided social case-
work services, mobility instruc-
tion, information and referral
services, recreation and social
growth activities, and training
on how to relate to those with
visual impairments

In 1971, after a number of
successful residence locations,
the Society closed the home for
financial reasons and focused all
its energy on community ser
vices. During the 1970% the
Society changed its name to the
Peninsula Center for Blind re
flecting its larger population

and services.

For fifty-cight years, the
Center has been the primary
resource for the many blind and
visually impaired residents in
Santa Clara and San Mateo
Counties. Today, it is called the
Peninsula Center for the Blind
and Visually Impaired and give:
10,000 hours of assistance to
clients every year, providing
training in daily living skills,
orientation and mobility, and
job readiness. Counseling, sup-

port groups and a Low Vision
Clinic are also part of the Cen
ter’s services.

As the Cente
50th anniversary. it looks for-

celebrates its

ward to an exciting year in its
new location at 2470 El Camino
Real in Palo Alto and another
50 years of service to the Pen-
insula. %

By Vanessa Roac!
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